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In the pursuit of physical science it has often
been found that the study of some apparent anomaly
has led to a fresh discovery, whereby the boundary
of ascertained truth has been enlarged. And there
seems no reason why something of the same kind
should not occur in the pursuit of any other depart-
ments of truth, even truths belonging to the domain
of theology. And if the result of the investigation
should be that the difficulty remains, and we do not
see our way out of it, even this may have a beneficial
effect if it makes us more tolerant towards those who
differ from us.

If the system of nature be regarded as the work
of God, we may from its study learn something of
His attributes. I might have dwelt upon some of
the wonders that science, with its great extension in
modern times, has brought to light; and here and
there we might find ideas thus brought before us
which bear on the attributes of God. As my own
studies have lain chiefly in a scientific direction,
I could thus more easily have given lectures which
might have been of interest, and at the same time
have borne upon the subject prescribed. I have,
however, refrained hitherto from following such a
course, fearing that the bearing was hardly suffi-
ciently direct.

In further lectures I propose to allow myself
greater freedom in either of these directions; thalN